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On entry to the Third Form, all pupils currently follow a course, which leads to either the General Certifìcate of Sec-

ondary Education (GCSE) examination or, with Maths, lCT, Modern Foreign Languages and the Sciences, an interna-
tional GCSE (IGCSE). These are three-year courses, which need to be chosen with care in consultation with the
school. Careers staff are available to help pupils make an informed choice.

ln addition to their examination subjects, all pupils will continue with Physical Education and Games and, as part of the
Electives programme, Religious Education and Personal, Social, Health, and Economic Education.

All pupils will take the core subjects of Mathematics, English Language and English Literature and the Sciences, together
with four subjects from the list below:

Art & Design
C lassical C ivilization
Computer Science
Design Technology
Drama & Theatre Arts
Food Preparation & Nutrition
French
Geography
German
History
lCTx(see note below)
Latin or Latin & Greek
Music
Physical Education
Spanish
Statistics
Theology & Philosophy

*We can also offer an IGCSE course in ICT if we have viable numbers. Please declare an interest in ICT
if you wish to study it as one of your four options.

This option system is designed to enable students to study a balanced, broadly-based academic curriculum. Most of our
GCSE students go on to study A Levels and eventually a degree. The options available at university depend on the
choice of A Level subjects and on the breadth of GCSE subjects and these subjects must therefore be chosen with
care.

To that end we would recommend that students choose subjects that they enjoy. lf they enjoy the subject they will
work hard, if they work hard they will do well.



The Core

IGCSE Mathematics

At Reigate Grammar School, the majority of our students will sit the Edexcel Mathematics IGCSE, Higher Tier, at the
end of the Fifth Form. The examination consists of two written papers, both with calculators. There is no controlled
assessment component for this examination.

Students in Band I and 2 will be given the opportunity to study Mathematics to a higher level during the Fifth Form.
They follow the AQA Further Mathematics GCSE, this consists of one calculator paper and one non-calculator paper.

GCSE English Language and English Literature

Studying English leads to two GCSE qualifìcations, with English Language and English Literature being taught in conjunc-
tion. Students are øught by the same teacher for both elements of the course in preparation for the exams at the end
of the Fifth Form. These courses are both 100% examination subjects.

Students will develop the critical reading skills necessaD/ to explore and appreciate literature. They will also learn to
craft their written language precisely and effectively. Opportunities to develop speaking and listening skills will play a
significant part in developing the students' understanding and expertise in the subject. They will study literature from
different literary periods in the form of plays, poetry and novels; they will be given opportunities to respond creatively
and analytically to what they have read in order to enrich their experience and engage them in a range of learning
styles. ln addition, a wide range of non-fìction texts will be explored, ranging from travel writing to challenging media
texts which demand a critical response. Students are taught how to be precise, engaging and creative in their persua-
sive and descriptive writing.

IGCSE Science

It is a major strength of the curriculum at RGS that all students study the three separate sciences leading to three sep-
arate grades. The comprehensive nature of these courses is the perfect preparation for Science study at A Level and
the skills students acquire are transferable to other subjects.



LEICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT II\FCRMATICN - ART
Head of Departmenfi MRS E BURNS

Why study (subject)? Att and Desþ (FÍne An)

BOARD : EDEXCEL

The pupils will work on two or three theme based projects over the
course. Usually these themes are Surhces/Natural forms and ldentity
and one other, usually based on a previous exam theme. The students

are introduced to a wide variety of materials techniques and processes

and encouraged to develop their own ideas within the given theme. All
work in class time and homework goes towards the personal portfolio,
which is 60% o1 the overall grade.

We aim to create an environment in the Art Department where all

students feel supported and encouraged to take risks. Students are

encouraged to develop personal attributes including self-confidence,

resilience, perseverance, self-discipline and commitment. An is in no

way an easy option and students who opt for Art for GCSE will be

expected to produce a substantial body of work to a very high standard.

How will the skills and knowledge be tought?

GCSE Fine Art is for those pupils who have a real passion and

enthusiasm for art. The course aims to develop student's creative
and imaginative ability and the practical skills for communicating
innovat¡ve ideas. They will be encouraged to investigate, analyse,

experiment and explore through a broad range of materials
techniques and processes aimed at developing aesthetic
understanding and producing young people with enquiring minds

who have increasing independence. lt is also vital that the students
develop cultural knowledge and understanding of art and the use of
media and technologies used in different times, contexts and

societies.

GCSE course structuÍe

Content Assessment

The course will be taught over three years. The lirst year of the
course will introduce the pupils to a broad range of materials, tech-
niques and processes. They will experience the opportunity to de-
velop ideas through different printmaking pnocesses, painting, draw-
ing, photography and 3 Dimensional work Also to be introduced to
a yâr¡ety of difierent Art¡sts and Art movements. This is aimed at
empowering the pupils, so that they are able to take their perconal
ideas forward with conlidence. ln the Fourth and Fifth Form they
will develop their own ideas and produce two or three in depth
projects; however all the work produced oyer the three year cource
will constitute a personal portfolio.

Unit l: Personal Portfolio in Art and Design.

The portfolio is coursework produced over the three year course and it is

constructed from two or three major theme based prolects, set by the teach-
er and is wonh 60% of the overall grade.

They will also have an o<ternally set exam; this is given out in the January of
the 5ú Year and the e><am is usually held in April/May

Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment.

The exam is theme based and set by the exam board. Students have approxi-
mately 20 hours of prepararion, this includes lesson time. The students then
have l0 hours to produce a final outcome/s under controlled conditions.

Students are assessed according to four assessment objectives;

AOI Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical
understånding of sources

AO2 Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting
with appropriate media, materials, techniques and processes

AO3 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to ¡nten-
t¡ons as work progresses

AO4 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises
intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual language

These assessment cr¡teria are used for both the coursework /
Personal Portfolio unit and for the Externally Set Assignment.
Each objective accounts lor 25% of the marks and both the
coursework and the exam are marked outof72.



LEICATE GLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - BICLCGY
Acting Head of Department (GCSE): Mr William Byfield

Why study Biology?

BOARD : EDEXCEL

How will the skrlls ond knowledge be tøught?

Students will be taught by an experienced teacher, with a focus
on skill development including practical work in our well
equipped laboratories. The course is topic based with core
principles reinforced throughout the three years.
A range of teaching approaches allow students to sustain and
develop their enjoyment of studying living organisms. These
include modelling tasks, observational drawing, practical
investigations, looking at data, information sortint, video clips
and animations, preparing and delivering presentations and

consolidation questions.
Each student has access to a textbook past paper questions,
topic notes and the department YouTube channel to support
independent study. The trip to the Science Live! London lectures
is an opportunity to extend students and consider future career
paths.

Biology is an exciting practical subject which allows students
to develop an understanding of how the human body works
and our place in the fragile ecosystems around us. Whilst
increasing curiosity about the living world us, students also
develop many investigative approaches to underst¿nd it
through working in the laboratory as well as carrying out
fieldwork. Biology is a core subject which shares many
principles and skills with other GCSE courses. Studying
Biology involves developing specialist vocabulary,
interpreting data, presenting data, making links between
concepts and designing experiments to test your own
hypotheses.

,GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

The nature and variety of living organisms
Characterlstics of living organisms; variety of living organisms.

Structures and functions in living organisms
Levels of organisation; cell structure; biological molecules;
movement of substances into and out of cells; nutrition; respi-
ration; gas exchange; transport; excretion; co-ordination and
resPonse.

Reproduction and inheritance
Reproduction in flowering plants and humans; mendelian in-
heritance and natural selection.

Ecology and the environment
The organism in the environment; feeding relationships; cycles
within ecosystems; human influences on the environment.

Use of biological resources
Food production; selective breeding; genetic engineering;
cloning.

Biology Paper I

This paper assesses all core material from every topic.
Paper I is a 2 hourexamination.
The paper consists of I l0 marks.
Weighring 6 l. l%

Biology Paper 2
This paper assesses all material from every topic.
Paper 2 is a I hour l5 minute examination.
The paper consists of 70 marks.

Weighting 38.9%

ln the examination, students will be tested on:
AO I Knowledge and understanding
AO2 Application of knowledge and understanding, analysis and
evaluation
AO3 Experimental skills, analysis and evaluation of data and
methods.



û
LEICATE GLAMMALSCHOOL

SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - CHEMISTRY
Head of Departmenfi Mr Richard Crook

Why study Chemistry?

IGCSE Chemistry is an interesting and practical based

course which involves the investigation of substances,
what they are made of, how they interact and what
role they play in modern industrial society. You will
develop a logical approach to problem solving as well
as your ability to understand abstract principles, and
the course also encourages imaginative and critical
thinking and develops your skills in laboratory
procedures.

BOARD : EDEXCEL

How will the skifls and knowledge be taught?

Students will be taught by an experienced Chemistry
teacher who has an in depth knowledge of the course and
beyond. Chemistry is a practical based subiect. The
course is therefore largely taught through students
performing experiments and then using their results to
develop their understanding for why different react¡ons
occur in that particular way. The theoretical aspects of the
course and taught in a spiral manner with topics revisited
over the three year course, enabling pupils to make fìrm
links between topics and to help them better imbed them
into long term memory.

,GCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

3rd Year
Atomic Structure
lonic Bonding
Elements, Mixtures and Compounds
Metals
Acid Reactions

4th Year
Covalent Bonding
Rates of Reaction
Moles
Organic Chemistry
Energy Changes

5th Year
lon Tests
Electrolysis
Polymers
Equilibria

Paper I

2 hours, 120 marks

Questions are a mixture of short answer and multiple
choice.

Questions will cover all topics, but only the core ideas
from each area.

Paper 2
I hour, 60 marks

Questions are a mixture of short answer and multiple
choice.

Questions will cover all topics, including both the core
and extension ideas from each area.



LEICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - CLASSICAL CIVLISATICN
Head of Departmenû Mrs Clare Tate

Why study GCSE Classical Civilisotion?

Classical Civilisation offers the opportunity to study
the fascinating and diverse world of the ancient Greeks
and Romans, without the study of the Latin or Greek
languages. A GCSE in Classical Civilisation offers a
profound experience of another culture, broadening
intellectual horizons alongside instilling academic
rigour. Students develop skills in analytical writing,
textual interpretation and critical reasoning whilst
studying the enthralling m¡hology, history and culture
of the ancient world.

CCSE CLASSICAL CIVLISATION
BOARD: OCR

How will tfie skills ond knowledge be tought?

Students of Classical Civilisation have one subject-specialist
teacher who teaches all aspects ofthe course. Lessons
are varied and collaborative; drama exercises, interactive
quizzes, creative tasks, debates, storyboards, and class
discussion are hallmarks of a Classical Civilisation lesson.
Students are encouraged to develop personal responses to
ancient source material and learn to justifr their points of
view. A wealth of opportunity for enrichment outside the
classroom is available also, in the form of lecture days,
trips to see productions of Classical plays, museum visits
and overseas study tours.

GCSE course structure - current specificotion

Content Assessment

Myth & Religion

ln this thematic component, students will study myths
regarding the role of the gods and heroes in the found-
ing of Athens and Rome and the importance of Hera-
cles/Hercules to both the Greek and Roman world.
Myths as a symbol of power as well as myths surround-
ing the underworld will also be explored. Additionally,
students will look at the role of religion in the everyday
lives of ancient Greeks and Romans. The study of tem-
ples, sacrifice, festivals, death and beliefs in the afterlife
provides opportunities for the study of a wide variety of
material remains, including remarkable temples and
works of art. Students learn to make comparisons be-
tween Greek and Roman ideas and to analyse both liter-
ary and material sources to inform their judgements.

Roman CiÇ Life

Students will explore everyday life in Roman cities in this
cultural component, with a part¡cular focus on the lmpe-
rial period and popular sites and artefacts from Rome,
Ostia, Pompeii and Herculaneum. The module builds on
material encountered in the lst Form Latin course and
includes study of a variety of aspects of Roman society.
Students will, for instance, examine typical Roman hous-
ing alongside the education and lives of young people in
the Roman world. The Roman social system, notorious
for its intrigues and politics, is coupled with the study of
the spectacle provided by Roman entertâinment, in the
form of gladiatorial combat, chariot racing and the thea-
tre. Students consider both material and literary
sources in this component.

The course is assessed via 2 written examinations.

Component I - Myth & Religion

Answer short response factual questions on the sources
studied and provided in the assessment. ln addition, an-
swer mini-essay questions requiring a personal response to
an issue raised by the material studied. One full essay
question requiring comparison of the Greek and Roman
strands of a topic must also be answered.

[90 marks]

Duration: I hour 30 minutes; Weighting: 50%

Component 2 - Roman City Life

Answer short response factual questions on the sources
studied and provided in the assessment. ln addition, an-
swer mini-essay questions requiring a personal response to
an issue raised by the material studied. One full essay
question must also be answered.

[90 marks]

Duration: I hour 30 minutes; Weighting: 50%



rurGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - CCMPUTER SCIENCE
Head of Departmenfi Miss P Lewty

Why study Computer Scíence?

BOARD:OCR

You will start learning each language using an online
tutorial package which you can also access at home,
allowing you to progress at your own pace. As your
programming skills develop, you will be set various
challenges to solve. These will gradually become more
complex until you are eventually ready to create full

Ð/stems.

The theory content is supported with worksheets,
online materials and videos. You will mainly learn
through investigating topics rather than listening to the
teacher. Everything is organised using Office 365 and
OneNote so you will always have access to notes and
tasks wherever you are.

How will the skills and l<¡towledge be taught?

"Our policy at Facebook is literally to hire as many
talented engineers as we can fìnd. There iust aren't
enough people who are trained and have these skills
today."

Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook Founder

"Whether we're fìghting climate change or going
into space, eveq/thing is moved forward by
computers and we don't have enough people who
can code."

Richard Branson, Virgin Group Founder

GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

Theory of Computer Systems
Systems Architecture
Memory
Storage
Wired & Wireless Networks
Network Topologies, Protocols & Layers
System Security
System Softr¡rare
Ethical, Legal, Cultural & Environmental
Concerns

Computational Thinking, Algorithms
Programming

Algorithms
Programming Techniques
Producing Robust Programs
Computational Logic
Translators & Facilities of Languages

Data Representation

Programming Project
Programming Techniques
Analysis
Design
Development
Testing & Evaluation & Conclusions

&

Paper I

Theory of Computer Systems
80 marks

I hour 30 minutes
40%

This written paper contåins short-answer and structured
questions.

Paper 2
Computational Thinking, Algorithms & Programming
80 marks

I hour 30 minutes
40%

This written paper contains short-answer and structured
questions.

Programming Project (Non-Exam Assessment)
40 marks

20 hours
20%



LE I CATE CR_AMM AL S CH O O L

SUBJECT INFORMATICN _ DESIGN TECHNOLOGY (PRCDUCT DESIGN)

Head of Departmenfi Mr P Williams

CCSE DESICN &. TECHNOLOCY
( PRODUCT DESTCN)

BOARD:WJEC

Why study GCSE Desþ Technology How will the skifls ond laowledge be tought?

Studying Design Technology at GCSE is excit¡ng, inspiring and
challenging which prepares students to live and work in the
designed made world. Students will be able to develop a range of
both designing and manufacturing skills utilising all available
technologies from computer aided design to manufacturing using
laser cutters and 3D Printers. Students will become independent
thinkers and have to use the¡r skills to develop a variety of design
solut¡ons throughout the course. Students will also have
opportunities to work in groups and complete an enterprise
pro¡ect where they will need to develop ideas, manufacture and sell
their products.

The GCSE will be taught by one subject teacher for 3 years so that
relationships can be built to engage students throughout the course. ln
the Third Form the course will be made up of several prolects which
will stretch the students and develop their designing and manufacturing
skills. The Fourth Form will consist of a major project which will
thoroughly prepare our students for their design assessment task. They
will also start to develop their theoretical knowledge throughout the
year focussing on different top¡cs each term. The 5th Form will be
focussed on the¡r fìnal design assessment task where detailed
preparat¡on will be undertaken so that students feel confìdent in
developing their design portfolios. They will also manufacture the¡r final
product which forms a signifìcant proportion of their final grade.

GCSE coulìse strucr,ure

Content Assessment

Coursework briefs are set by the exam board and will give opportu-
nities for students to design and make a product. They will need to
complete a portfolio which will guide them through the design pro-
cess.

The course will cover the follow¡ng topics:

Developing, Planning & Communicating ldeas
Product Analysis
Sustainability & Legislative lssues

Designers & Practit¡oners
Commercial Manufacturing Practices
Materials & Components
Tools, Equipment & Making
Manufacture
ICT, CAD/CAM

Systems & Processes

The GCSE in Design Technology is 50% Coursework and 50% Exam.

Component I

There is a 2 hour final exam which will test the students on all topics
covered throughout the course, there will be mix of short answer,
structured and extended writ¡ng quest¡ons and the understanding of
technical principles and their ability to analyse and evaluate design deci-
sions.

Component 2
The coursework contextual brieß are set by the WJEC and consists of a
portfolio and sketchbook which guides the students through the design
process. They will have to consider their target market, innovative fea-
tures development of their idea and then manufacture it using all availa-
ble resources in the department.



LEIGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - DRAMA
Head of Department: Sarah Branston

BOARD:EDUQ{S

Why study Drama? How will the skills ond knowledge be tought?

"Greattheotre endures through time becouse it oddresses
crÍticol humon issues thot ore stìll vítol to culture.t'

Drama is a subject which builds on younS people's own
experiences, helping you to formulate questions, develop your
intellectual skills and find answers to issues affecting your life
through performance. The course will greatly enhance your
cultural experience and provide you with an array of vital
personal and group disciplines. Furthermore, the social and
communication skills developed as an integral pan of the course
are invaluable. ln addition, by insisting on informed, accurate and

critical analysis in all academic work the course develops and

deepens your analytical abilities. The course is not, and cannot be,

an actor's training course- but lessons will demand a full
partic¡pation in a range of practical activities. You will approach
theatre creatively as a director, a critic, a designer and a

performer. You will get a chance to explore amazing theatre
companies and see ground-breaking theatre. You must relish
learning w¡th others, as the subject is collaborative in its practical
and experiential learning approach.

Drama students are powerful learners: they have the
virtue of sociabiliÇ. This abiliÇ to be flexible within

disciplined teams is what employers love about a Drama
student!

At Reigate Grammar School, you can use your Drama
qualification as a stepping-stone to an A Level in Theatre Stud¡es

in the Sixth Form. But, it is equally rewarding to take a G.C.S.E. in
Drama for its own sake, perhaps to complement your other
subiects. Or you might wish to go into a job where you will need
the skills developed during this course. Whether you choose an

academic, artist¡c, commercial or industrial career, the chance to
work together to create exciting theatre and develop your own,
independent passion is an exciting prospect.

"lt is becouse of the emotìonol ìmpact of the orts thot it is
possible to leom from them in woys whìch would othcrwise

be impossible to ochieve."

Drama students will learn the following skills:
o to be CURIOUS, to have COUMGE and to develop their

CREATIVE IMAGINATION - through all practical work and design

work
o to EXPLORE, EXPERIMENT and INVESTIGATE- through practical

wor( by writing live theatre reviews as a critic, through reading plays

and søging them for contemporary audiences

o to yoke creativ¡ty to REASON and DISCIPLINE- through writing
about theatre in structured essays

o to be REFLECTIVE- through keeping interactive blogs, diaries of the
rehearsal process and constant self-evaluation

a

Drama students will gain the following knowledge through:
practical workshops, rehearsal, independent learning, tutorials,

group work, reflective blogs, research and theatre trips:

o An understanding of, and response to a range of contemporary and
classical play texts and an appreciation of the way playwrights achieve

their effects

. An awareness of social, historical and cultural contexts through the
performance of plays and improvisation

o lncreasedself-awareness
o Skills of creativity, self-confidence, concentrat¡on, self-discipline and

communication
¡ A grounding in theatre history and why theatre creates such an

impact on our culture
o How to direct, design or perform theatre

GCSE counre structure

Content Assessrnent

Component l: Devising Theatre
This has three stages:
x Devising a piece of theatre, including research, devel-

opment, rehearsal, and collecting supportint evidence
x Performing that piece in front of an audience
* Evaluating the piece and your contribut¡on to ¡t
Component 2: Performing a Text
* [ live performance, either as an actor or designer,

which is marked by a visiting examiner
* Performance includes two extracts from one play
* Acting, sound, lighting, set design, costume, make-up -

there are options to suit all skillsets
Comoonent 3: lnteroretine Theatre
x You study a play from a performance perspective, ex-

ploring interpretation, history, staging and production.
Section A of the written exams tackles this knowledge

x Section B involves analysis and evaluation of a piece of
live theatre seen from the variety experienced through-
out the course

Comoonent l: Devisinq Theatre
ó0 marks (0n
lnternally assessed, externally moderated

Component 2: Performing a Text
ó0 marks (20%)

Marked by a visiting examiner

Component 3: Interpreting Theatre

ó0 marks (10%)

A written exam from a set text



rurGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFORMATICN - ENCLISH
Head of Department Mr. Robert Shaughnessy

How will the skills ond knowledge be tought?

English gives students the essential skills to communicate, to
be creative and to engage with the wider world. We study a
vast range of fiction and non-fiction texts that will inspire,
engage and challenge all students.
Students sharpen their analytical skills, but also develop vital
cross-curricular skills in skim reading, summarising and
writing for different purposes. We encourage students to
read widely to develop their vocabulary, ideas and how they
deal with new texts. Each class takes part in a range of
creative activities designed to allow students to flourish and
demonstrate their depth of understanding and originality.
Developing strong skills in English allows students to make
strong progress across all subjects.

Students enjoy English; the department has strong exam results
and outstanding A Level results. Assessment for learning is at the
core of the department's ethos and we ensure students take
responsibility for developing their work, therefore making more
personalised progress. Our marking and assessment ¡s a

constant dialogue and students understand how to improve the
quality of their responses. Students engage with ICT to create
excellent outcomes, whether they are researching the historical
context of a text or developing a creative response.
We are a responsive and flexible department as we share our
high expectations with our students; they are challenged
academically and their perceptions are tested and questioned
to help them access the highest grades.

English is not confìned to the classroom; we have visiting authors
and speakers, along with specific trips and deep learning days

away from the usual timetable. We nurture and develop our
students' enthusiasm for language, reading and writing in all of its
different formats.

EDUQAS GCSE English Languoge (9-l)
EDUQAS GCSE English Literoture (9-l)

GCSE Course Structure

Content Assessment

EDUQAS En
100% Exam (l-

glish Language
e)

glish Literature
e)

EDUQAS En
100% Exam (l-

Over the course, students will prepare for two exams for
English Language (Component I and Component 2) and two
exams for English Literature, Component I (A & B) and Com-
Ponenr2(A,B&C).

The English Language exam focuses on two key skills: critical
reading and writing for a purpose. Component I prepares
students to analyse a descriptive 20th century fiction text and
to write their own descriptive piece in Section B. Component
2 examines and compares two l9th and 20th centuD/ non-
fìction texts in the reading section; students also write two
persuasive texts in this exam.

ln the English Literature exam, students will write analytical
essays on a selection of poetry, prose and drama which is
studied across the course. Component I examines Shake-
speare's drama and a variety of poetry from our anthology. ln
Component 2 students will write analytical essays on both
I 9th and 20th century fiction texts as well as an essay on un-
seen Poetry.

English Language Assessment Objectives
AOI: identifi and interpret o<plicit and ¡mpl¡cit information and ideas. Select and
synthesise evidence from different texts.
AO2: Explain, comment on and analyse how writers use language and structure
to achieve effects and influence readers, using relevant subject terminology to
supporc their views.
AO3: Compare writers' ideas and perspectives, as well as how these are con-
veyed, across two or more texts.
AO4: Evaluate texs critically and support this with appropriate textual refer-
ences,
AO5: Communicate clearl¡ effectively and imaginatively, selecting and adapting
tone, style and register for different forms, purposes and audiences. Organise
infrcrmation and ideas, using structural and grammatical features to support co-
herence and cohesion of texts.
A06: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.

English Literature Assessment Objectives
AOI:la: Read, understand and respond to texts to ma¡nta¡n a critical style.
AO l: I b: Read, understand and respond to texts to develop an informed personal
response.
AOI:2: Use toctual references , including quotations, to support and illustrate
interpretations.
AO2: Analyse the language, lcrm and structure used by a writer to create mean-
ings and effects, using relevant subject terminology where appropriate.
AO3: Show understanding of the relationships between to<ts and contexts in the
way in which they were written.
AO4: Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, purpose and
effect, w¡th accurate spelling and punctuation.



BOARD: EDUQ{S

rurCATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFORMÄ|ICN - FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION
Head of Departmenfi Mrs E Bader

How will the skills ond knowledge be tought?

At its heart, this course focuses on nurturing your
practical skills to give you a stront understanding of
nutrition. This will be taught through food science

experiments, lnvestigations, practical act¡vit¡es and
individual project work. There will be opportunities
to visit food establishments and masterclasses will be
given by professionals in the food industry.

Why study Food Preporotion ond Nutrition?

Food is a subject with direct relevance to the
world of work. Study of food provides knowledge,
skills and understanding which support careers in
the Food lndustry, the biggest employer on the
UK. Examples include: Catering, Nutrition,
Consumer Advice, Media, Food Science, Product
Development and many more. You will also look
at processes as well as the science behind the
reactions that take place when ceftain foods are
prepared and cooked.

GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

This is an exciting and creative course which focus-
es on pract¡cal and investigational skills to ensure
students develop a thorough understanding of food
science, nutrition, food provenance and the working
characteristics of food materials.
The course is divided into 5 key sections:

Food, Nutrition and Health
Food Science
Food Safety
Food Choice
Food Provenance

Component l: Written exam will be taken during

Summer Term of the Fifth Form

Component 2: Assessment I will be undertaken
in the Autumn Term of the Fifth Form.

Component 2: Assessment 2 will be undertaken
in the Summer Term of the Fifth Form.

Component l: Principles of Food Preparation and
Nutrition 50%
Written exam: I hour and 45 minutes
Section A: Questions based on st¡muli material (20
marks)
Section B: 5 questions based on the 5 key sections (80
marks)

Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in
Action 50%
Assessment l: The Food Investigation Assessment:
I hours
t5%
A scientific report based on a practical investigation. lt re-
quires students to demonstrate the¡r understanding of the
working characteristics, functional and chemical properties
of ingredients.
1,500 - 2000 words

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation Assessment:
Planning t hours + 3 hours practical
35%
Plan, prepare and cook a selection of dishes, to meet par-
ticular requirements such as a dietary need, lifestyle choice
or specifìc context.
This assessment will take the form of research, planning,
testing, trialling, making and evaluation. This includes cost-
ings, nutritional analysis and sensory testing.
The portfolio of evidence should consist of a maximum of
15 pages / 30 sides of A4 and include all photographs,
charts and graphs.



TrGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFORMATICN - FRENCH
Head of Department: Mme Fanélie Chartrain

How will the sk/ls ond knowledge be tought?

Studying one or two modern languages at IGCSE is

very fulfilling in itself but it also enables you to discover
different cultures and ways of life and enhances
opportunities at university and in many professions.
Being able to express yourself in a French is both a joy
and a real achievement and IGCSE French enable you
to do this.
A genuine interest and enthusiasm for discovering the
language is imporønt as students will express
themselves in French and be able to enjoy the many
activit¡es they will take part in.

BOARD : EDEXCEL

Why study íGCSE French

IGCSE French is taught by one specialist teacher for each group
and students have individual or small group sessions with a
French Language assistant on a regular basis.

Students continue to develop their vocabulary range and
grammar knowledge and precision. They enhance their speaking
and writing fluency in a variety of ways through the study of
interesting topics and cultural aspects. We use varied resources,
textbooks, magazines and multimedia software. Through these,
students learn how to cope with communicating about
themselves as well as discussing topical issues such as leisure
activities and preferences, environmental ¡ssues and comparing
different school systems.

There is also an opportun¡ty to take part ¡n an exchange and
cultural trip for those studying French at IGCSE level.

TGCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

Five main topics are studied and form the basis
of all IGCSE examinations and are a vehicle for
work on all skills and on enhancing grammar and
linguistic complexity :

l. Home and abroad (e.g. local area I region, holidays
and tourist information, customs)

2. Education and employment (e.g. school life, future
plans, work careers and volunteering)

3. Personal life and relationships (e.g. house and home,
bedroom, helping at home, relationships, childhood and

role models)

4. The world around us (e.g. the media, environmental

issues, travel and transport, technology)

5. Social activities, fitness and health (e.g. special occa-
sions, accidents, hobbies, shopping and money matlers,

food and drink).

IGCSE French consists of the following compo-
nents, all taken at the end of the F¡fth Form and
are all marked by Edexcel:

Speaking - 25% of the overall mark an oral examination
in two parts : talking about a chosen / pre-prepared photo
and conversing about different topics that will have been
covered and practised during the course. The examination
is conducted and recorded by the teacher.

Listening - 25% of the overall mark questions and an-
swers in French and in English in response to recorded
items.

Reading - 25% of the overall mark questions and answers
in French and in English on a selection of letters, articles
and short passages.

Writing - 25% oÍ the overall mark two compositions (75
words and 150 words) in the target language in response
to tasks on the topics studied. Guidance is given on the
exam paper to ass¡st students with both written øsks.
There is also a short grammar-based task.



LEICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - GECGRAPHY
Head of Departmenfi Mr M.G.Cline

Why study Geogrophy? How will the skills and knowledge be tought?

BCARD:AQA

Geography builds on experiences, helps us formulate
questions, develop intellectual skills and find answers
to issues that affect us all. lt introduces us to distinctive
investigative tools and the use of powerful technologr.
It opens our eyes to a world of amazing beauty, infìnite
complexity and rigorous challenge. Geography ensures
we appreciate values and attitudes which shape the
way we use and misuse the environment.
GCSE results from 2016 included 90% of grades at A*
or A. At A'2,92% of grades were A* to B.

9 of our current AZ students are applying for
Geography at university.

This exciting and relevant course studies geography in a
balanced framework of physical and human themes and
investigates the link between them.
Students will travel the world from their classroom,
exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, higher
income countries, newly emerging economies and lower
income countries. Topics of study include climate change,
poverty, deprivation, global shifts in economic power and
the challenge of sustainable resource use.
Teaching includes a variety of practical exercises, fìeldwork
and research using an extensive range of resources.
Upon completion of this three year GCSE course,
students will have the skills and experience to progress
onto A-level and beyond.

GCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

Paper l: Living with the physical environment
The challenge of natural hazards incl. earthquakes and
volcanoes
Weather hazards incl. tropical storms
Climate change
Ecosystems incl. tropical forests, hot and cold deserts
Coasts in UK
Rivers in UK
Glacial landscapes in UK

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Urban issues and challenges incl. growth, management
and sustainability
The changing economic world incl. quality of life and the
development gap
The challenge of resource management incl. food, water
and energy - demand, supply and conflict

Paper 3: Geographical applications
Critical thinking, problem solving and decision-making
are designed to be synoptic so students draw together
knowledge, understanding and skills from the full course
of study. lt is an opportunity to show your breadth of
understanding and an evaluative appreciation of the in-
terrelationships between different aspects of geograph-
ical study.

Paper l: Living with the physical environment
Written exam: I hour 30 minutes
. 35% of GCSE

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Written exam: I hour 30 minutes
. 35/" oÍ GCSE

Paper 3: Geographical applications:
Written exam: I hour l5 minutes
. 30% of GCSE
) Pre-release resources booklet for decision-making

element made available 12 weeks before Paper 3
exam

There is no coursework or controlled assessment, but
fieldwork is an integral part of the course and appropriate
local trips are organised for pract¡cal data collection. Re-
cent visits have included London Docklands, Siemens
"Crystal" and Cuckmere Haven.
The Department also offers an opt¡onal trip to lceland.



LEIGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - GERMAN
Head of Departmenfi Ms Martina Sowa

Why study IGCSE German

Studying one or two modern languages at IGCSE is

very fulfilling in itself but it also enables you to discover
different cultures and ways of life and enhances
opportunities at university and in many professions.
Being able to express yourself in a German is both a
joy and a real achievement and IGCSE German enable
you to do this.
A genuine interest and enthusiasm for discovering the
language is important as students will express
themselves in German and be able to enjoy the many
activ¡ties they will take part in.

BOARD: EDEXCEL

How will the skills and knowledge be tought?

IGCSE German is taught by one specialist teacher for each
group and students have individual or small group sessions with
a German Language assistant on a regular basis.

Students continue to develop their vocabulary range and
grammar knowledge and precision. They enhance their speaking
and writing fluency in a variety of ways through the study of
interesting topics and cultural aspects. We use varied resources,
textbooks, magazines and multimedia software. Through these,
students learn how to cope with communicating about
themselves as well as discussing topical issues such as leisure
activities and preferences, environmental issues and comparing
different school systems.

There is also an opportunity to take part ¡n an exchange and
cultural trip for those studying German at IGCSE level.

IGCSE course structure

Content Assessment

Five main topics are studied and form the basis
of all IGCSE examinations and are a vehicle for
work on all skills and on enhancing grammar and
linguistic complexiÇ:

l. Home and abroad (e.g. Life in the town and rural life,
holidays and tourist information, local customs)

2. Education and employment (e.g. school life and rou-
tine, work, careers, volunteering and future plans)

3. Personal life and relationships (e.g. house and home,
daily routines, helping at home, childhood, role models

and relationships)

4. The world around us (e.g. environmental issues,
weather and climate, travel and transport, media and

technology)

5. Social activ¡t¡es, fìtness and health (e.g. special occa-
sions, accidents and injuries, health issues, hobbies,

shopping and money matters, food and drink)

IGCSE German consists of the following compo-
nents, all taken at the end of the Fifth Form and
are all marked by Edexcel:

Speaking - 25% of the overall mark an oral examination
in two parts : talking about a chosen / pre-prepared photo
and conversing about different topics that will have been
covered and practised during the course. The examination
is conducted and recorded by the teacher.

Listening - 25% of the overall mark questions and an-
swers in German and in English in response to recorded
items.

Reading - 25% of the overall mark questions and answers
in German and in English on a selection of letters, articles
and short passages.

Writing - 25% of the overall mark two compositions (75
words and 150 words) in the tårget language in response
to tasks on the topics studied. Guidance is given on the
exam paper to assist students with both written tasks. ln
addition there is also a short grammar-based task.



LEICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - CREEK
Head of Departmenfi Mrs Clare Tate

Why study GCSE GreeP

The ancient Greek world has given us a heritage of
extraord¡nary richness and diversity. Classical Greek
at GCSE offers the facility to explore the fascinating
literature, history, drama and m¡hology of the ancient
Greeks, whilst developing linguistic proficiency and
skills in critical reasoning, textual interpretation and
analytical writing. A GCSE in Classical Greek is a
h igh ly- regarded means of demonstrati ng al l- rou nd
academic ability and a rare opportunity. lt is offered
alongside Latin on an accelerated course.

CCSE CREEK
BOARD:OCR

How will the skills ønd knowledge be taught?

Students of Greek have one subject-specialist teacher who
teaches all aspects ofthe course. Lessons are varied and
collaborative; drama exercises, interactive quizzes, creative
tasks, written translation, storyboards, poetÐ/ rec¡tals and
vocabulary games all feature over the three strands of the
course as students are challenged to think increasingly for
themselves both in solving linguistic puzzles and developing
their ability to analyse literature and ancient sources.
Trips to Caerleon and Bath, theatre trips and an overseas
study tour to Greece are also offered as a means of
enriching students' experience of Greek at GCSE.

GCSE courise structure

Content Assessment

Language

Students useJohn Taylor's Greekto 6CSE course books
as they begin their study of the Greek language from
scratch. The course fast-tracks students' acquisition of
the necessary accidence and syntax required for the
GCSE language paper; to assist this, links are regularly
made to Latin's grammatical structure. There is a de-
fìned vocabulary list and English derivations from Greek
are used to aid vocabulary acquisition.

Literature

Students will study a short section of prescribed text in
the original Greek. The text is read, translated and ex-
plored together in class discussion and students are en-
couraged to form their own responses to the set litera-
ture. The set text will be chosen from a varied range of
prescribed options and its themes, characterisation and
the author's style will all be explored in class.

Culture and Background

Students study a selection of prescribed ancient source
material covering Athenian society and the ancient
Olympic Games through a wide variety of interactive
and creative activities. Athenian society topics to be
studied include the Acropolis, the role and importance
of Athena, democracy, ostracism and slavery. The an-
cient Olympic Games covers the events at the Games,
the training of athletes, the site at Olympia as well as the
religious and political aspects of the event.

The course is assessed via 3 written examinations.

Component | - Language

Section A: Answer comprehension and derivation ques-
tions on an unseen passage of Greek. ln addition either
answer questions on accidence and syntax or translate
three short English sentences into Greek. [30 marks]

Section B: Answer comprehension questions on and
duce a translation in English of an unseen passage of
[70 marks]

Duration: I hour 30 minutes; Weighting: 50%

Component 2 - Literature

Pro-
Greek.

Answer short response quest¡ons, including both transla-
tion and comprehension on a prescribed set text. ln addi-
tion, answer questions focusing on literary style, character-
isation and themes. [50 marks]

Duration: I hour; Weighting: 25%

Component 3 - Culture and Background

Answer short response factual questions on the sources
studied and provided in the assessment. ln addition, an-
swer mini-essay quest¡ons requiring analysis of selected
sources and a personal response to an issue raised by the
material studied. [50 marks]

Duration: I hour; Weighting 25%



BOARD: AQA

LEICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - HISTCRY
Head of Departmenfi Frances Gunning

How will the skÍlls and knowledge be tought?

Teaching will be varied and engaging. History lends itself to
lively discussion and debate, and encourages exploration of
the big questions, such as what was the impact of the First
World War? How do you explain the rise of Adolf Hitler
and the Nazisl What was Nazi Germany like for children
and forJews? Why did the Holocaust happen?

It enables you to examine the key ideas and values such as

freedom, democracy, communism, and fascism ,and in

doing so to watch fìlm material used by leaders such as

Stalin and Churchill, and even to produce propaganda of
your own! You will learn to research widely, to present,
analyse and argue, both in groups, and as an individual, and
to do so orally, visually, and on paper.

Why study HÍstory?

History is a fascinating and highly regarded academic
subject. You will learn a range of imporønt skills which
are directly relevant to understanding the world
around you and the world of work. For instance, you
will learn how to research, interpret, analyse and
evaluate all kinds of sources of information (a skill vital
in our inf,crmation age); you will learn how to
communicate your ideas effectively orally, visually and
in writing; you will develop the skills needed for
successful argument and analysis.
It is through the study of different societies that you
will develop a real and deep understanding of the
world around you and the nature of our own society.

GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

Component l: Understanding the modern world

Section A: Period studies - Germany, 1890 -1945: De-
mocraq/ and dictatorship.

Section B: Wider world depth studies - Conflict and
tens¡on, l9l8 -1939.

Component 2: Shaping the nation.

Section A: Thematic studies, such as Britain: Health and
the people, or Power and the people.

Section B: British depth studies including the historic
environment, looking at the different aspects of society
at a part¡cular time.

The specification is linear.

It is now 100% externally examined. This means that there
is no course work or controlled assessment.

There will be a mixture of short answer questions, essay

style questions, and source evaluation.



REICATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - ICT
Head of Departmenfi Miss P Lewty

BOARD: CAMBRIDCE

Why study ICT? How wíll the skills and knowledge be tought?

IGCSE lnformation and Communication Technology
encourages learners to develop lifelong skills, including:
. Understanding and using applications
. Us¡ng ICT to solve problems
. Analysing, designing, implementing and evaluating

ICT systems, ensuring they are fit for purpose
. Understanding the implications of technolog¡r in

society, including social, economic and ethical
uses

. Awareness of the ways ICT can help in home,
learning and work environments

Approximately I in 3 lessons will be of a theoretical nature.
These will cover all that is needed for the theory exam.

The majority of lessons will be practical in preparation for the
practical exams. Students will be taught to use a range of
applications including word-processing, spreadsheets, databases,
presentation and web authoring. Some HTML will also be
covered.

Most of practical work will be project based in style.

IGCSE course structure

Content Assessment

Candidates study the following topics:
Types and components of computer systems
lnput and output devices
Storage devices and media
Networks and the effects of using them
The effects of ICT
ICT applications
The system life cycle
Safety and security
Audience
Communication
File management
lmages
Layout
Styles
Proofing
Graphs and charts
Document production
Daø manipulation
Presentations
Data analysis
Website authoring

Paper I

Theory exam

2 hours
40%

This paper covers all areas of the syllabus content. All
questions are compulson/, mostl), multiple choice or short
answer questions but also some require longer answers.

Paper 2
Practical exam

2 hours 30 minutes
30%

This practical exam assesses the practical skills needed to
use applications for document production, data manipula-
tion and presentat¡on

Paper 3
Practical exam

2 hours 30 minutes
30%

This practical exam assesses the practical skills needed to
use applications for data analysis and website authoring.



rurGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - LATIN
Head of Departmenû Mrs Clare Tate

Why study GCSE Latin?

Latin is a rich, stimulating and wide-ranging subject,
which offers the facility to explore the language,
literature, history, mythology and culture of the
Romans. Whilst fascinating in its own right, by its
interdisciplinary nature, Latin GCSE promotes the
acquisition of a myriad of transferable skills, from
problem-solving to analytical writing. As such, a GCSE
in Latin is a highly-regarded way of demonstrating all-
round academic ability, but more importantly a fun and
varied discipline which helps students better
understand their place in the modern world.

CCSE LATIN
BOARD:OCR

How will the skills and knowledge be tought?

Students of Latin have one subject-specialist teacher who
teaches all aspects of the course. Lessons are varied and
collaborative; drama exercises, interactive quizzes, creative
tasks, written translation, storyboards, poetry recitals and
vocabulary games all feature over the three strands of the
course as students are challenged to think increasingly for
themselves both in solving linguistic puzzles and developing
their ability to analyse literature and ancient sources.
Trips to Caerleon and Bath, linguistic competitions and an
overseas study tour are also offered as a means of
enriching students' experience of Latin at GCSE.

GCSE counse structure

Content Assessrnent

Language

Students continue with the Cambridge Latin Course
through to Book 3, which is set in Roman Britain and
follows a comic pair of hopeless Roman soldiers, and
Book 4, which is set in Rome and deals with Salvius' am-
bitious ploming for power. ln doing so students develop
their range and understanding of vocabulary, accidence
and syntax in preparation for the GCSE language paper.
There is a defined vocabulary list and English derivations
from Latin continue to feature prominently.

Literature

Students will study a short section of prescribed text in
the original Latin. The text is read, translated and ex-
plored together in class discussion and students are en-
couraged to form their own responses to the set litera-
ture. The set text will be chosen from a varied range of
prescribed options and its themes, characterisation and
the author's style will all be explored in class.

Culture and Background

Students study a selection of prescribed ancient source
material covering the myths and beliefs of the Romans
and their influence on Britain through a wide variety of
interactive and creative activities. The Myths and Beliefs
component covers Roman gods, state religion, the story
of Romulus and Remus as well as Rome's origins in
Troy, whilst the Roman Briøin topic considers the army
and bathing, as well as the roads and villas built in Britain
by the Romans.

The course is assessed via 3 wricen examinations.

Component I - Language

Section A: Answer comprehension and derivation ques-
tions on an unseen passage of Latin. ln addition either
answer questions on accidence and syntax or translate
three short English sentences into Latin. [30 marks]

Section B: Answer comprehension questions on and pro-
duce a translation in English of an unseen passage of Latin.

[70 marks]

Duration: I hour 30 minutes; Weighting: 50%

Component 2 - Literature

Answer short response questions, including both transla-
tion and comprehension on a prescribed set text. ln addi-
tion, answer questions focusing on literary style, character-
isation and themes. [50 marks]

Duration: I hour; Weighting: 25%

Component 3 - Culture and Background

Answer short response factual quest¡ons on the sources
studied and provided in the assessment. ln addition, an-
swer mini-essay questions requiring analysis of selected
sources and a personal response to an issue raised by the
material studied. [50 marks]

Duration: I hour; Weighting 25%



iJ
LEICATE GLAMMALSCHOOL

SUBJECT INFCRMATION - MATHEMATICS
Head of Departmenfi Mrs Arabella Crook

Why study Moths?

BOARD : EDEXCEL

Mathematics lessons are taught in a variety of engaging and
stimulating ways that focus on problem solving that
develop the student's own thinking skills. Going beyond
the classroom the curriculum is enriched with UKMT
challenges, Hans Woyda Maths compet¡tion, visits to
attend lectures at the lnstitute of Education lectures and
guest speakers such as Simon Singh, Johnny Ball and David
Speigelhalter.

Mathematics is a core subject at GCSE and all students are
entered for the Higher Tier lnternational GCSE; over 50%
of the cohort study the AQA Further Maths Level 2
certificate.

How will the skills and l<¡towledge be taught?

Mathematics is the art of problem solving, it is part of
everyday life. From predicting the weather to
understanding the origins of the universe mathematics
is used to describe and understand the world (and
universe) around us. lt is a vital tool in our increasingly
technical world, playing an important role in many
aspects of modern life, from protecting our details
online to predicting the next stock market crash.

Our aim is to foster a positive work environment
where all students feel confident and able to take risks,
enabling them to reach their full potential. By studying
Mathematics, students learn to appreciate the innate
beauty and simplicity of the subject, whilst also
developing their ability to think logically and analyse
complex situations.

,GCSE course structure

Content Assessrnent

Number
Use numerical skills in a purely mathematical way
and in real-life situations.

Algebra
Use letters as equivalent to numbers and as varia-
bles.

U nderstand the d isti nction between expressions,
equations and formulae.
Use algebra to set up and solve problems.
Demonstrate manipulative skills.
Construct and use graphs.

Geometry
Use properties of angles.
Understand a range of transformations.
Work within the metric system.
Undersønd ideas of space and shape.
Use ruler, compasses and protractor appropriately

Statistics
Understand basic ideas of statistical averages.
Use a range of statistical techniques.
Use basic ideas of probability.

Two papers, 3H and 4H. Each paper is assessed through a

two-hour examination set and marked by Edexcel.

The total number of marks for each paper is 100.

Each paper will have approximately equal marks available
for each ofthe targeted grades.

Each paper will assess the full range of targeted grades at
Higher Tier.

Questions will assume knowledge from the Foundation
Tier subject content.



R*E I CATE GLAM MAL S C H O O L

SUBJECT INFORMATICN - MUSIC
Head of Department Mr T Carden

Why study GCSE Music?

BOARD : EDEXCEL

How will the skills ond knowledge be taught?

GCSE Music lessons are extremely diverse, and are taught
in the purpose-built Music School which has outstanding
facilities available to eveq/one. There is a large practical
element to the course, which involves performing and
composing. Composing skills are taught from scratch, and
there is access to industry-søndard sequencing and
notation software, in and out of academic lesson times. As
a performer, you have access to excellent studio facilities
for recording, and expert tuition from specialist music
staff. You will also be taught how to listen in detail and
analyse music of all styles and genres, including music
which will already be familiar, and lots of new things too.

Music is hugely enriching, and is an integral part of our everyday
lives. Studying music gives you greater insight into pieces of all

styles, and a great opportunity to develop your creativity.

Through studying music, you will develop many transferable skills
and attributes, including creative thinking concentration, problem-
solving, emotional awareness, memorisation and co-ordination.

You will need to develop performing skills on an instrument, or as

a singer, to about Grade 5 standard by the end of the Fifth Form -
you have three years to work on this! - and you will gain about a

third of your credit for the qualification by performing as a soloist
and in a group.

lf you love listening to music, and playing it, and you want to
improve your own writing of music, then this is the course for you.

GCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

The GCSE in Music is 60% coursework and 40% exam.

Solo and ensemble performances (combined duration of
at least 4 minutes) are prepared and recorded during
the course, often with the one-to-one help of RGS

lnstrumental and vocal teachers. Performing styles and
related matters are studied throughout the course.
There is an option to perform using music technolog¡1.

Composing is taught methodically, and enthusiasm for
this area and the willingness to fìnd out more are the
only prerequisites! A number of projects are completed
during the course, two of which are submitted for
GCSE, totalling at least 3 minutes of music. One relates
to a brief from the exam board, and the other is a free
composition, in any style.

Four areas of music are studied in depth, with two set
works from each flnstrumental Music I 700- 1820;

Vocal Music; Music for Stage and Screen; and Fusions].
The set works include the main title from Stor Wors,
Beethoven's Pothétique Sonoto, and Defuing Govlty from
Wicked.

Performance (30% of the GCSE) is assessed internally in

the Fifth Form, and moderated by the exam board. The
criteria relate to technical control, expression and inter-
pretat¡on, and accuracy and fluency of performance.

Compositions (30% of the GCSE) are completed during
the course, assessed internally and moderated by Edexcel.
The composing brief will be related to one of the four are-
as of study (see course content). Marks are awarded ac-
cording to: development of musical ideas, demonstration of
technical control and composing with musical coherence.

Listening and appraising(40% of the GCSE) is assessed in a
written exam of I hour 45 minutes at the end of the
course. Section A (68 marks) involves questions relating to
six of the eight set works, and one unfamiliar piece. Section
B ( 12 marks) is a comparison of one set work to an unfa-

miliar piece.



LEICATE GLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - PHYSICAL EDUCATICN
Head of Departmenfi Mrs Liz Mitchell

Why study Physicol Educotion?

Physical Education and leading a healthy active lifestyle
is a way of life. This course links the scientific
disciplines of physiology, biomechanics and psychology
to help you to understand how an elite athlete
performs . lt also gives you an introduction of how the
multi million pound sporting industry has developed
throughout time and the ethical issues that have arisen
from striving to become the ultimate athlete. Physical
Education GCSE also contains a practical element to
the course. lt is worth 40% of the final exam so if you
enjoy sport and want to find out more about why and
how you learn, how to improve and reach that
ultimate performance then you should read on.

BOARD: AQA

How will tfie skills and laowledge be tought?

Students of Physical Education will have one specialist
teacher who will cover all areas. Theory- Applied anatomy
and physiology, Movement analysis, Physical training,
Psychology, Socio-cultural influences, Health, fìtness and
well-being and use of daø in Sport.
Practical-performance in three different physical activities
in the role of player/performer (one in a team act¡v¡ty, one
in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an
individual activ¡ty). Also in the practical there is Analysis
and evaluation of performance to bring about
improvement in one act¡vity.
Lessons are taught in a variety of engaging and stimulating
ways, predominantly through practical. The focus is on
developing the student's own thinking skills and using their
own sporting experiences to enhance learning. Going
beyond the classroom the curriculum is enriched with
lectures on topics such as nutrition in sport, trips to places
of sporting interest and guest speakers

GCSE courlre structure

Content Assessment

Practical
Performance assessment-practical performance i n 3
sports, one team sport, one individual sport and one
from either, chosen off the specifìed list
Performance analysis assessment-students analyse
themselves or another student and identift 2 strength
and 2 weakness. They devise an action plan to improve
their performance.

Theory
Applied Anatomy and Ph)¿siolo$¡- The structure and
functions of the musculoskeletal system and cardio res-
piratory system, anaerobic and aerobic exercise, The
short and long term effects of exercise.
Movement analysis- Lever systems, planes and axis of
movement.
Physical Training- developing a training programme,
components of fìtness, fitness testing, data collection of
fitness testing and its use, principles of training, types of
training, prevent¡ng injuries, warm up, warm down.
Psycholog),- Classilìcation of skill, goal setting, infor-
mation processing, mental preparation for performance,
arousal, feedback, motivat¡on.
Socio cultural influences- socio patterns of engagement,
media, sponsorship, impact of technology, drugs in
sport, spectator behaviour, hooliganism,
Health and well being- Physical, emotional and social
health, consequences of a sedentary lifestyle, energy
use, diet and nutrition and hydration.

GCSE PE is 60% Theory, 40% Practical

Non Examined Assessment :

What's assessed: Practical performance in 3 sports and

analysis and evaluation of a performance to bring about
improvement.
How is it assessed: assessed by teachers, moderated by
AQA ( 100 Marks) 40% of the total.

Paper l: The human body and movement in Physical activi-
ty and sport
What's assessed: Applied Anatomy, Physical Training,
Movement Analysis and Use of Data
How is it assessed: written exam I hour 15 mins (78
Marks) 30% of the total

Paper 2: Socio cultural influences and health and well being

What's assessed: Sports psychology, socio cultural influ-
ences, health, fitness and well being and use of data.

How is it assessed: written exam I hour 15 mins (78
Marks) 30% of the total



BOARD: EDEXCEL

LE I GATE GR.AM M AL S C H O O L

SUBJECT INFORMATION - PHYSICS
Head of DepartmenÍ Philip Saunders

Students will be taught by an experienced Physics teacher
who has an in depth knowledge of the course and beyond.
The focus will be on developing a firm undersønding of
the key concepts and acquiring the necessary skills to
tackle all types of questions.

The course is taught in a spiral manner with topics
revisited over the three year course, enabling pupils to
make firm links between topics and to help them better
imbed them into long term memoD/. Lessons are spent in
our science labs using our wide selection of practical
equipment to demonstrate and test a vast range of physical
phenomena. Additional support is provided by a thorough
textbook, revision guides, a departmental YouTube
channel and plenty of past paper questions.

Why study Physîcs? How will the skills and knowledge be tought?

Physics is a broad and dynamic subject where you can

study everything from subatomic radioactive decay to
the orbits of comets and many things in between. You
will investigate the behaviour of light as it interacts
with different objects and how the motor effect
enables you to listen to music on the go. We'll also
show you to wire a plug. Studying Physics will help you
to improve your logical thinking and problem solving
skills, you'll develop practical skills along the way too;
designing experiments and testing out whether the
theory holds true in real life or if the simplifications
made make things too approximate.

,GCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

Forces and Motion
r Movement and position
I Forces, movement, shape and momentum
t Astronomy
Electricity
r Mains electricity
r Energy and potential differences in circuits
I Electric charge
Waves
r Properties of waves
o The electromagnetic spectrum
r Light and sound
Energy Resources and Energy Transfer
r Energy transfer
r Work and power
r Energy resources and electricity generation
Solids, Liquids and Gases
r Density and pressure
I Change of state
r ldeal gas molecules
Magnetism and Electromagnetism
r Magnetism
o Electromagnetism
I Electromagnetic induction
Radioactivity and Particles
o Radioactivity
r Particles

Students sit two papers for the Physics IGCSE

Paper I consists of 120 marks and takes questions from
approximately 80% of the course.

Paper 2 consists of 60 marks and can ask questions on any

aspect of the course.

Both papers have a mixture of question styles:
r Multiple choice
o Short answer
r Long answer
r Calculation
r Practical questions



LEICATE GLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATION - SPANISH
Head of Departmenfi Miss Anna Yaughan

Why study IGCSE Sponísh

BOARD: EDEXCEL

IGCSE Spanish is taught by one specialist teacher for each group
and students have individual or small group sessions with a

Spanish Language Assistant on a regular basis.

Students continue to develop their vocabulary range and
grammar knowledge and precision. They enhance their speaking
and writing fluency in a variety of ways through the study of
interesting topics and cultural aspects. We use varied resources,
textbooks, magazines and multimedia software. Through these,
students learn how to cope with communicating about
themselves as well as discussing topical issues such as leisure
activities and preferences, environmental issues and comparing
different school systems.

There is also an opportun¡ty to take paft in an exchange and
cultural trip for those studying Spanish at IGCSE level.

How will the skills and laowledge be tought?

Studying one or two modern languages at IGCSE is very
fulfilling in itself but it also enables you to discover different
cultures and ways of life and enhances opportunities at
university and in many professions. Being able to express
yourself in Spanish is both a joy and a real achievement and

IGCSE Spanish enables you to do this.
A genuine interest and enthusiasm for discovering the
language is important as students will express themselves in
Spanish and be able to enjoy the many activities they will
take part in.

,GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

Five main topics are studied and form the basis of all
IGCSE examinations and are a vehicle for work on all
skills and on enhancing grammar and Iinguistic com-
plexity:

L Home and abroad (e.g local area, regions, holidays, customs
and tourist information)

2. Education and employment (e.g. school life, work, careers,

volunteering and future plans)

3. Personal life and relationships (e.g. house and home, daily
rout¡ne, helping at home, relationships, role models and child-

hood)

4. The world around us (e.g. environmental issues climate,

travel and transport, media and technology)

5. Social activities, fitness and health (e.g. special occasions,
accidents, hobbies, shopping, food and drink and money mat-

ters)

IGCSE Spanish consists of the following components, all
taken at the end of the Fifth Form and are all marked by
Edexcel:

Speaking - 25% of the overall mark: an oral examination in two
parts: talk¡ng about a chosen / pre-prepared photo and convers-
ing about different topics that will have been covered and prac-

tised during the course. The examination is conducted and rec-
orded by the teacher.

Listening - 25% oÍ the overall mark questions and answers in

Spanish and in English in response to recorded items.

Reading - 25% of the overall mark questions and answers in

Spanish and in English on a selection of letters, articles and short

Passages.

Writing - 25% ol the overall mark two compositions (75 words
and 150 words) in the target language in response to tasks on
the topics studied. Guidance is given on the exam paper to assist

students with both written tasks. There is also a short grammar
based task.



TrGATE CLAMMALSCHOOL
SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - STA|ISTICS
Head of Department: Mrs Arabella Crook

V(hy study Stotistics?

You will have the opportunity to develop your knowledge
and understanding of statistical thinking and
practice, and an understanding of how statistics
are used in the real world.

Statistics is an
recent criticism

important part of everyday life such as the
of the opinion poles prior to 20 l5 elections.

You will develop the skills necessary to recognise misleading
statistics and diagrams used in the press, within News
Reports and in advertisements.

Broader than the Statistics modules offered at A Level, if you
study statistics at GCSE you will cover more topics including
index numbers, time series, quality assurance and the
capture/recapture tech niques.

BOARD: EDEXCEL

How will the skilfs and fu'towledge be taught?

Throughout the course students will be expected to
interpret their results and to comment constructively and
critically on the suitability, appropriateness and
limitations of the techniques used, within the Data
Handling Cycle. They will consider and check their results
in context, and modifr their approaches if necessaq/.
Calculations and statistical results will be interpreted in
the initial context of the data where appropriate.

Statistics lessons are taught in a variety of engaging ways.
For instance, students will have the opportunity to design
their own questionnaire on a topic of their choice, select a

random sample to suryey, evaluate what makes a "good"
question and analyse their results.

,GCSE counse structure

Content Assessment

Planning a strateg¡
Hypothesis
Planning an investigation
Experiments/surveys
Appreciation of constraints

Data Collection
Types of Data
Obøining Data
Census Data
Sampling
Conducting a survey/experiment

Tabulation & Representation
Tabulation
Diagrammatric Representation

Data Analysis
Measures of Location
Measures of Spread
Other Summary Statistics
Time Series

Quality Assurance
Correlation and Regression
Estimation

Probability
Data lnterpretation

Li mitations of Analysis
I nferential Statistics
Deductions
Conclusions

Two examination papers worth 50% of final grade. Both
papers are 1.5 hours in length.

The two examination papers will be set and marked by
Edexcel. The total number of marks per paper is 80.

The papers will be made up of compulsory questions w¡th
a combination of short answer, structured and long re-
sponse questions . Some questions will include stimulus
material, and some will require calculations.

This is subject to the new specifìcation being approved by

Ofqual.



LE I CATE CR-AMMAL S C H O O L

SUBJECT INFCRMATICN - THECLCCY AND PHILCSCPHY
Head of Departmen* Mrs Kate Cooper

CCSE RELICIOUS STUDIES

BOARD :,\QA SPECIFICATION A

Why study GCSE Religious Studies

Many students enjoy Religious Stud¡es because ¡t gives them the
opportun¡q/ to form their own views and argue them. The
subject does not teach you whar to think; it teaches you how to
think lt examines many of the big questions that humanity has
asked for millennia, as well as many of the big ethical dilemmas
that we face in the 2 I st century.

As well as being a fascinating subjecg Religious Studies teaches
knowledge and skills that are valuable for a wide variety of
university courses and future careers, including law, politics,
medicine, science, media and business. lt teaches you to think
critically, anal¡ically and logically, and to develop and defend your
own artuments.

How will the skills ond knowledge be taught?

Religious Studies requires pupils to prepared to think for themselves,
to have an inquisitive nature and an interest in the world around
them.

The nature of the subject means that case studies and the news will
play a large role in lessons, and debating, discussing and analysing
evidence forms a central part of learning.

GCSE course structure

Content Assessment

lntroductions:
r Philosophical skills
r Ethical skills

Paper l: Religion: Christianity and lslam
r Beliefs,
r Teachings
o Practices

Paper
ethica

2: Thematic studies: Religious, philosophical and
I studies:
.Theme A: Relationships and families
.Theme B: Religion and life
.Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict
.Theme F: Religion, human rights and socialjustice

a
a
a
I

There are TWO exams

.Written exam: I hour 45 minutes each

.96 marks (plus 5 marks for spelling,
punctuation and grammar (SPaG))

Each question has a common structure of two
five-part questions of 1,2,4, 5 and l2 marks.

The paper includes short defìnition questions, comprehen-
sion and explanation questions and extended writing ques-
tions.
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