
EXTRA CURRICULAR
CLUBS AND 
ACTIVITIES



Life at RGS isn’t all about academic work, and students are 
encouraged to make the most of the vast range of 
opportunities available to them. The RGS extra-curricular 
programme is the heartbeat of the school and we hope 
that parents will join us in encouraging students to get 
involved in whichever club or activity appeals. It’s never 
too late to try something new, and staff are always keen to 
hear from students themselves about starting up new clubs 
and ventures.

Through trying something new, developing established hobbies, 
or embarking on programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award or the Combined Cadet Force, students gain vital life 
skills, learn about themselves and create friendships beyond their 
immediate network. 

Exam results will help to open doors of opportunity, but the 
character and confidence developed, for example on the sports 
field, in the Model United Nations, or through performing on 
stage, are essential so that these opportunities can be fully 
embraced. 

As many Upper Sixth Form students will testify, there is nothing 
like successfully navigating the Brecon Beacons in the pouring rain 
to give you confidence and build your character. 

If you have any suggestions about how our programme may be 
improved, then please do email me direct. 

Shaun Fenton 
Headmaster 
headmaster@reigategrammar.org
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This booklet provides information about the range of clubs and 
activities on offer at Reigate Grammar School throughout the 
school year. Not all clubs run all year. This is not intended to be 
an exclusive or exhaustive list.

Students wishing to join or find out more about a club or activity 
should speak to the member of staff or student in charge or their 
Form Tutor. Please refer to the separate termly schedule for 
details of the clubs running at any given time. Clubs and activities 
are subject to change throughout the school year.
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CLUBS 
AND SOCIETIES

CARNEGIE SHADOWING CLUB

First to Third Forms
Enthusiastic readers and reviewers are warmly welcomed to the  
group, as we shadow the CILIP Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Children’s 
Book Awards.

CHARITY COMMITTEE

First to Sixth Forms
Be part of something bigger! An opportunity to get involved and lead the 
school’s work supporting local, national and international charities.

CHESS CLUB

First to Sixth Forms
Chess Club for new and experienced players. The RGS Chess Club holds 
regular fixtures against other schools throughout the year.

CREATIVE WRITING

First to Sixth Forms
A weekly meeting for intrepid writers to discuss what they have been 
reading and to develop their own creative writing. Each week sees a 
different activity: the focus ranges from developing characters to creating 
powerful descriptions and scenarios. As the year progresses we will 
collate our writing to create an anthology of the fantastic writing taking 
place at RGS.

COOKERY CLUB

First and Second Forms
Expand your repertoire of culinary skills. Dishes are sourced from many 
different cultures and students are encouraged to develop their finishing 
techniques to make their dishes look and taste amazing.
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JUNIOR READING WORKSHOP

First to Third Forms
Avid readers from the First, Second and Third Forms are welcome to 
indulge their love of reading in a group setting.

MATHS CLINIC

First to Sixth Forms
Mathematics Clinic offers students the chance to go through areas of 
their learning in greater detail, or revise subject areas on a one-to-one 
basis.

FRENCH AND SPANISH LUNCH CLUB

Fifth to Sixth Forms
A sociable and enjoyable chance to put language skills into action over 
lunch – sometimes themed – in the dining hall.

GEOGRAPHY SOCIETY

First to Sixth Forms
This Sixth Form-led society includes talks, quizzes, games and debates, 
all with a geographical theme. The activities are open to all students and 
provide an opportunity to learn more or demonstrate just how good 
you are at Geography.

HISTORY AND POLITICS SOCIETY

Sixth Form
A weekly discussion group for Sixth Form students of History and 
Politics who are encouraged to present, discuss and debate. This society 
hosts guest lectures, competes in national essay competitions and 
organises visits and trips to sites of historical and political significance.

JUNIOR LANGUAGE LEAGUE

First and Second Forms
Explore modern languages with fun and games in the languages 
department.

FOOD, PREPARATION AND NUTRITION 

First to Fifth Form
The kitchen is open after school until 5:30pm for general use. This is the 
ideal time for GCSE students to work on practicing their GCSE practical 
skills or for Duke of Edinburgh’s Award skills to be completed.

GAMES CLUB

First to Sixth Forms
An opportunity to have fun learning to play a variety of games with 
friends.
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CREATIVE 
ARTS

SENIOR READING GROUP

Sixth Form
An opportunity for Sixth Form students to indulge further their love  
of books. A different novel is explored each month at this book-club 
style meeting.

TRACK MATE TRAINING

Lower Sixth Form
Track Mates links Lower Sixth Form academic mentors with younger 
students in a specific subject. Training starts in September and sessions 
run from October to May.

RGS WEATHER STATION

Second to Sixth Forms
The RGS Weather Station feeds one of the UK’s most popular weather 
websites. Join the team to collect and analyse data and trends under the 
expert eye of Mr Collins.

EQUESTRIAN CLUB

First to Sixth Forms
An opportunity to compete in local events for those with their own 
horse or pony.

DESIGN AND MAKE

First and Second Forms
For Lower School students who would like to learn to design and 
manufacture a wide range of products.
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SENIOR ART

Third to Sixth Forms
Senior Art club is for students studying GCSE and A Level Art from 
Third Form up to Upper Sixth Form. It gives them the opportunity 
to work on extra coursework and their personal ideas using different 
materials, techniques and processes outside of lesson time. 

SENIOR ART EXAMINATION SESSIONS

Fifth and Sixth Forms
Aimed at students working towards GCSE, AS and A Level Art  
– a chance to use valuable studio time for independent work,  
life drawing classes etc. Sessions are held during half-term and Easter 
holidays.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

First and Second Forms
Students will be designing and making a wide range of artefacts in the 
workshops using computers, laser cutters, machinery and hand tools.

JUNIOR TEXTILES

First and Second Forms 
A relaxed club where you can enjoy creating with your friends. Come 
and learn new skills in textiles, create samples and projects using fabrics 
and stitch.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY OPEN WORKSHOP

First to Sixth Forms
The workshops are open on Thursdays after school until 5:30pm 
for general use. This is the ideal time for GCSE students to work on 
research and practice for their coursework projects or for Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award skills to be completed. Other students may also make 
use of the workshops at this time – just come along with ideas, 
sketches and enthusiasm.

LOWER SCHOOL ART CLUB

First and Second Forms
An opportunity for First and Second Form students to explore and 
pursue Art and Design outside of the classroom. Students will have 
the chance to work in both two and three dimensions using a range of 
materials, techniques and processes.

MANUFACTURE MASTER CLASS

First to Sixth Forms
Mr Edwards’ master class in manufacture will cover different exercises to 
broaden knowledge of making and manufacture in a practical way.

ART TEXTILES

Third Form to Sixth Forms
Learning and developing hand and machine embroidery skills, fabric 
surface pattern and mixed media within the context of end result pieces 
of textile art. Students have created individual birds, insects and art work 
in the past. The idea is to build on skills to be able to produce anything 
from greeting cards to heirloom pieces!
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DEBATE AND 
DISCUSSION

CU2TLK (JUNIOR CHRISTIAN UNION)

First to Third Forms
Come along, meet and chat – newcomers always welcome.

CAREERS CENTRE

First to Sixth Forms
The Careers Centre is open daily for students wishing to research 
university applications and career options. Lunchtime talks on different 
careers take place throughout the year.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

First to Sixth Forms
For students who care about social justice and inequality.

CLASSICS SOCIETY

Fifth and Sixth Forms
This Sixth Form led society meets weekly to discuss and explore issues 
raised by the ancient world. Student presentations provide a stimulus for 
lively debate.
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THE ACADEMY

Fifth and Sixth Forms
A great opportunity to practice presentations in a relatively informal 
environment, great practice for EPQs and university. Students are 
encouraged to join in debating controversial issues and suggesting 
future topics.

DRAMA AND 
THEATRE ARTS

MODEL UNITED NATIONS

Junior: First to Third Forms
Senior: Fourth to Sixth Forms
MUN is an authentic simulation of the UN General Assembly which 
catapults students into the world of diplomacy and negotiation.  
In MUN students step into the shoes of ambassadors of UN member 
states to debate current issues.

JUNIOR DEBATING SOCIETY

First to Second Forms
Great for those who love to argue a case and think they can persuade 
others. Prepare and present arguments for and against topical issues 
and those of interest to Lower School students. Be involved as speakers, 
chairing debates and as members of the floor. Recent debates have 
included ‘School uniform is a waste of time and should be banned’ and ‘The 
return of grammar schools across the country is a good idea’.

MEDICAL DISCUSSION GROUP

Fifth and Sixth Forms
An opportunity to discuss practical and ethical subjects relevant to the 
medical world.
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DRAMA PRODUCTIONS

Rehearsals for school productions will be posted on the Drama 
noticeboard and via the departmental website: rgsdrama.net. 
Schedules are designed around students’ other commitments 
and are customised for each production. Students must check 
their school email for schedules.

Rehearsals for GCSE, AS and A2 practical performances can be 
booked via staff. Students must inform staff of rehearsals to 
ensure adequate supervision.

Opportunities to work backstage and on the technical teams will 
emerge according to the demands of each production. Technical 
theatre skills will be taught during Third and Fourth Form 
Electives.

House Drama opportunities are developed throughout the year 
and scheduled by Heads of House and House Captains.

The Drama Scholars’ programme runs throughout the year. 
Scholars should check their emails for details of their individual 
enrichment.

PRODUCTIONS THIS YEAR

Back to the 80s
by various artists

The History Boys
by Alan Bennett

White Out
devised by David Jackson and The Company

As You Like It
by William Shakespeare

Performing Arts Awards Ceremony
A celebration of the best exam and public shows from 
the year

Love and Information
by Caryl Churchill

Far Away
by Caryl Churchill

Guys and Dolls
Classic musical about love, and gangsters

Really Good Stories Puppet Show
devised by the RGS Puppet Theatre Company

Summer Pantomime
The classic family pantomime, but performed in the 
summer!

BROADWAY PEOPLE

First to Sixth Forms
From Hollywood to Bollywood. This club is for dancers and movers  
who want to have fun, improve and perform to Musical Theatre 
numbers. If you are already a dancer and want to share your greatest 
routines then come along. Each session will have a dance warm-up and 
stretch followed by working on a routine. We will be getting flexible and 
throwing some shapes (wear suitable clothing).

DRAMA CLUB

First Form
Learn skills each week in theatre craft, including group games, team 
exercise, short-form improvisation and physical work. Drama Club is 
an opportunity to express yourself, bond with others and develop your 
confidence as a performer and team player, but above all - it’s brilliant 
fun!

SOCK CLUB

First to Sixth Forms
For those with a childish inner-core, this club brings the department’s 
expertise in puppetry to everyone in school! The RGS Puppet Theatre 
Company has toured to primary schools in Surrey and performed at the 
Brighton Fringe Festival. Now you too can learn how to make a sock sing! 
Sock Club will develop your inner Muppet, your inner Nina Conti and 
allow a fresh look at telling really good stories.

WHOSE LINE IS IT ANYWAY?

First to Sixth Forms
A club for our budding stand up comics, or students with a passion for 
improvisation and comedy. Impro is a phenomenal skill to have in life. 
Comedy is for all ages and all times. This club will be working on using 
impro to create comedy with a view to producing a student stand-up 
comedy night. So if you think you are the next Jack Whitehall or Miranda 
Hart, we would be delighted to help you find your inner clown.

TECH TEAM – CREATIVE HUB

First to Sixth Forms
Got an interest in creativity, backstage work or technology? A passion for 
filming, photography, editing, sound design, set design, make-up design or 
costume design? Creative Hub is a time where a team of creative people 
can support the work of the Drama department using their technical 
skills. Each production offers a different project or challenge. Dip in and 
dip out as often as you can.

  C L U B S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S

16

R E I G AT E  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

15

mailto:www.rgsdrama.net?subject=


MUSIC There are a large number of musical groups at Reigate 
Grammar School and the variety on offer is mind-boggling, 
with new groups starting up on a regular basis. If there 
isn’t a group that suits your instrument and what you  
want to play, talk to the music staff about starting one up!

CHOIRS

RGS Barbershop
Sixth Form led a cappella group for senior boys

RGS Boys’ Voices
A choir for all boys from First to Sixth Form (no audition)

RGS Community Choir
A choir for parents, friends and staff-everyone is welcome

RGS Junior Girls’ Voices
Open to anyone in the First and Second Forms (no audition)

RGS Polyphony
A chamber choir for students in the Fourth to Sixth Forms. Spaces are 
limited to approximately 20 singers and entry is by audition

RGS Singers
RGS’ biggest choir for boys and girls in the Third to Sixth Forms 
(no audition)

INSTRUMENTAL ENSEMBLES
There is no end to the range of ensembles available at RGS  
for students of all ages, disciplines and levels. There are as many 
combinations as there are students and instruments. Some  
ensembles require an audition.

Chamber Music 
Clarinet
Classical Guitar 
Flute
Horn 
Junior and Senior Brass
Percussion 
Saxophone
String Ensembles
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OUTDOOR 
PURSUITS

ORCHESTRAS AND BANDS

Chamber Orchestra 
A senior string orchestra for dedicated players, formed for specific 
projects during the school year. Entry is by invitation.
Concert Band
RGS’ biggest band for wind, brass and percussion players of grades  
4/5 upwards.

Concert Band 2
For wind, brass and percussion players of grades 2 to 4 who are  
in the First to Fourth Forms.

Intermediate Strings
Comprising string players in the First to Fourth Forms working up  
to approximately grade 4.

Rock Bands
Form a band or practise, improve and meet up with other bands.

Swing Band
Our top band for saxophone, brass and rhythm players of grades  
6/7 upwards. Auditions are held each year..

Symphony Orchestra
This is RGS’ biggest orchestra for string players of grades 4/5 upwards 
and wind/brass of grades 6/7 upwards. Entry is by invitation.

MUSIC TECHNOLOGY AND MUSIC THEORY
Students wishing to pursue interests in Music Technology may use the 
facilities with permission from the Music School. There are weekly 
Aural and Theory of Music classes for those students working towards 
the higher grades.
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CORPS OF DRUMS

The Corps of Drums is a standalone activity that complements 
the CCF. It is a ceremonial, public face of the CCF and of the 
school. There are chances to progress musically and learn new 
instruments. As a Drummer progresses, he or she may take on 
more responsibility and lead groups within the Corps. There are 
a number of events and functions at which the Corps of Drums 
performs throughout the year which promote the school and 
also help with the ceremonial side of the CCF. Students in the 
First to Sixth Forms may join the Corps of Drums.

The Corps of Drums meets every Thursday in term time from 
16:00 to 17:30hrs.

THE COMBINED CADET FORCE (CCF)

The CCF is a Ministry of Defence sponsored organisation 
working through schools. The aim of its training is to develop, 
in cadets, qualities of responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness, 
endurance, perseverance and a sense of service to the 
community. At Reigate Grammar School we have Royal Navy, 
Army and RAF Sections which aim to give cadets knowledge 
of these sectors of the armed forces. The self-confidence, 
self-discipline and leadership skills required in service life are 
equally vital in civilian life.

Who may join the CCF?
The CCF is open to everyone from the Third to Sixth Forms.

When does the CCF meet?
The CCF parades from 16:00 to 17:30hrs on Tuesday afternoons in 
term time. Occasionally later finishes are required for certain special 
events. Cadets are expected to attend Tuesday parades unless there is a 
good reason. Cadets take part in a variety of Activity Days at weekends. 
There are camps and courses in the Easter and Summer holidays.

How much does it cost?
The termly subscription is £30. All cadets need to obtain their own 
combat boots which may be purchased through the school on joining. 
The cost of trips ranges from £0 to £150 for a week away dependent on 
specific activities. All trips are heavily subsidised by the MOD and are 
excellent value for money with most transport, training, accommodation 
and food being provided at training establishments across the country.

What do cadets do?
Contingent Activities
Cadets will learn drill, how to wear the correct uniform, weapon 
handling and safety, first aid and navigation. They will also learn 
independence, leadership and team skills and challenge themselves 
in so many rewarding and exciting ways. There are a large number of 
adventurous training activities on offer throughout the year including 
kayaking, canoeing, climbing, mountain biking, walking and parachuting.

Section Activities
Cadets follow a syllabus appropriate to their section.
Navy Section
This includes learning about many aspects of seamanship, how  
to operate powerboats and how to sail.
Army section
Cadets learn about survival in the field, tactics and develop weapon  
skills to a high level.
RAF section
Cadets learn about aircraft, how they fly, and air navigation  
in preparation for flying and gliding.

Will my child be liable for military service?
Cadets and former cadets retain the status of civilians in all respects 
but will leave the CCF at the end of their time at RGS with a better 
understanding and appreciation for what the armed forces do. They will 
have the chance to experience a number of life-changing opportunities 
not open those to outside the CCF and will be able to draw on these 
throughout life, whatever path they wish to take.

  C L U B S  A N D  A C T I V I T I E S

22

R E I G AT E  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L

21



DUKE OF EDINBURGH’S AWARD (DofE)

The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DofE) is a major part 
of life at Reigate Grammar School and the school is a 
dedicated DofE Centre. Large numbers of pupils each year 
commit an enormous number of hours to expeditions, sports, 
helping the local community and learning new skills. In recent 
years, RGS has seen more candidates receive their Bronze, Silver 
and Gold certificates than any other school in Surrey. At each 
level, the award is made of four sections.

Volunteering
The aim is to give service to other people and to the local community. 
It gives participants the opportunity to increase their self-confidence, 
accept responsibility, understand strengths, appreciate other people and 
care for the environment.

Expeditions
Participants plan, prepare and undertake an adventurous journey usually 
on foot but sometimes on bicycles, horseback or in canoes, often in 
an unfamiliar and remote environment. Students become part of a 
self-reliant team working together to overcome challenges. The training 
syllabus includes safety and emergency procedures, first aid, navigation, 
route-finding, map and compass skills, camp craft, country, highway and 
water sports codes and team building.

Skills
Developing personal interests and learning practical skills gives 
participants the chance to learn something new, get organised, meet new 
people, try something different and have fun.

Physical Recreation
Participants get involved in a sport or physical activity which gives pupils 
opportunities to improve fitness, meet new challenges, increase self-
confidence and gain a sense of achievement.

For more detailed information visit rgsdofe.wordpress.com

BRONZE AWARD

Third and Fourth Forms

SILVER AWARD

Fourth and Fifth Forms

GOLD AWARD

Sixth Form
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SCIENCE AND 
COMPUTING

CODING CLUB

First to Sixth Forms
Create games and animations using Scratch. Have fun learning from your 
friends, changing games made by others and putting your own games on 
the website for others around the world to play.

COMPUTER ENGINEERING CLUB

Third to Fifth Forms
An extension club for all those studying Computer Science at GCSE 
using electronics hardware to create things using Arduino kits, Raspberry 
Pi, Gadgeteer kits or anything that takes your fancy!

CRYPTOGRAPHY CLUB 

First to Sixth Forms
Discover and explore the art of writing and breaking codes, in 
preparation for the Alan Turing and Maths Bombe competitions.

BIOLOGY BREAKFAST

Sixth Form
Discussion group for Sixth Form biologists which focuses on dissecting 
journal articles and understanding how to critically analyse scientific 
writing

JUNIOR SCIENCE CLUB

First Form
Come and explore and extend your love of science.
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SPORT

ROBOTICS

First and Second Forms
Use Lego NXT Mindstorms to design, build and programme robots  
of your own imagination.

TSI FRIDAY (THANK SCIENCE IT’S…)

Fifth to Sixth Forms
Regular talks given by senior science students and members of the 
science staff covering a wide range of topics. From stem cells to the 
death of stars and everything in between.

TECH GURUS

First to Sixth Forms
Develop students to become Office 365 experts who provide support 
and guidance to staff and students. Opportunities to learn new skills, 
create tutorials, test new software and hardware before the rest of the 
school.

MATHS CHALLENGE TRAINING 

First to Sixth Forms
Preparation for the UKMT team maths challenge competitions.

SCIENCE BOOK CLUBS

First to Third Form 
Sixth Form
An opportunity for students to explore their interest in Biology beyond 
the classrooms, to review popular science books, and to discuss their 
views with their peers.
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SPORT

Sporting opportunities at RGS are endless. Students play a 
range of school and extra-curricular sport with a large 
number every year achieving county selection and the very 
best achieving regional or even national selection. 

Sports take place both at the main school site and at the school’s 
32-acre sports site, RGS Hartswood. Students who are 
interested in representing the school, improving their skills or 
trying something new are encouraged to contact the sports team 
leader, either in lessons or by going to the sports office.

There are several teams at each age level and students often 
move rapidly through the levels.

Athletics 
Badminton 
Boys’ Hockey
Cricket 
Football 
Girls’ Hockey
Golf
Indoor Rowing 
Netball 
Rounders
Rugby 
Squash 
Swimming
Table Tennis 
Ultimate Frisbee
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